AP Glossary:
1. Allegory: a work that functions on a symbolic level (Plato’s Allegory of the Cave)

2. Alliteration: the repetition of initial consonant sounds (Captain Colin)

3. Allusion: a reference contained in a work (an allusion to Moses in Jane Eyre)

4. Antagonist: the force or character that opposes the main character

5. Apostrophe: direct address in poetry (“Be with me Beauty, for the fire is dying”)

6. Aside: words spoken by an actor intended to be heard by the audience but not by the other characters on stage

7. Ballad: a simple narrative poem, often incorporating dialogue that is written in quatrains, generally with a rhyme scheme of ABCD

8. Cacophony: harsh and discordant sounds in a line or passage of a literary work.

9. Caesura: a break or pause within a line of poetry indicated by punctuation and intended to create emphasis

10. Catharsis: the release of emotion that the audience of a tragedy experiences

11. Comic Relief: The inclusion of a humorous character or scene to contrast with the tragic elements of a work, thereby intensifying the next tragic event.

12. Connotation: The interpretive level of a word based on its associated images rather than its literal meaning.

13. Convention: A traditional aspect of literary work such as a soliloquy in a Shakespearean play or a tragic hero in a Greek tragedy.
14. Couplet: Two lines of rhyming poetry; often used by Shakespeare to conclude a scene or an important passage.

15. Denotation: The literal or dictionary meaning of a word.
16. Denouement: The conclusion or tying up of loose ends in a literary work; the resolution of the conflict and plot.
17. Deus ex Machina; literally, “God from the machine” who appears at the last moment and resolves the loose ends of the play (usually artificially, unexpectedly, or improbably).
18. Dramatic Monologue: A poetic form in which a single character, addressing a silent audience at a critical moment, reveals himself or herself and the dramatic situation.

19. Elegy: A poem that laments the dead or a loss.

20. Enjambment: A technique in poetry that involves the running on of a line of stanza.

21. Epic: A lengthy, elevated poem that celebrates the exploits of a hero.

22. Epigram: A brief witty poem.

23. Euphony: The pleasant mellifluous presentation of sounds in a literary work.

24. Exposition: Background information presented in a literary work.

25. Fable: A simple, symbolic story usually employing animals as characters.
26. Figurative Language: The body of a device that enables the writer to operate on levels other than the literal one.

27. Flashback: A device that enables a writer to refer back to past thoughts, events, or episodes.

28. Foreshadowing: Hints of future events in a literary work.

29. Form: The shape or structure of a literary work.

30. Hyperbole: Extreme exaggeration.

31. Iamb: A unit of rhythm in poetry, consisting of one short or unstressed syllable or group followed by one long or stressed syllable.

32. Idyll: A scene or event characterized by tranquility, simple beauty, and innocent charm, usually in a rural setting.
33. Image: To produce a physical or mental image of something.
34. Imagery: The total effect of related sensory images in a work of literature.

35. Impressionism: Writing that reflects a personal image of a character, event, or conflict.

36. Irony: An unexpected twist or contrast between what happens and what was intended or expected to happen.

37. Lyric Poetry: A type of poetry characterized by emotion, personal feelings, and brevity.

38. Metaphor: The application of a word or phrase to somebody or something that is not meant literally but to make a comparison.

39. Metaphysical Poetry: Relating to the poetic style of John Donne, George Herbert, and other early 17th-century English poets who used consciously intellectual language and elaborate metaphors that compared dissimilar things.
40. Meter: A pattern of beats in poetry.

41. Metonymy: A figure of speech in which an attribute of something is used to stand for the thing itself.

42. Monologue: A long tedious uninterrupted speech given by one character.

43. Motif: An important and sometimes recurring theme or idea in a work of literature.

44. Narrative Poem: A poem that tells a story.

45. Octave: A group of eight lines of verse, especially the first eight lines of a sonnet.

46. Ode: A formal, lengthy poem that celebrates one subject.

47. Onomatopoeia: Words that sound like the sound the represent.
48. Oxymoron: An image of contradictory terms.
49. Parable: A short simple story intended to illustrate a moral or religious lesson.
50. Parallel Plot: A secondary storyline that mimics and reinforces the main plot.

51. Parody: A sequence of events in a literary work.

52. Pathos: The aspects of a literary work that elicit pity from the audience.

53. Personification: The assigning of humanistic characteristics to inanimate ideas or conceptions.
54. Plot: A sequence of events in a literary work.

55. Point of View: The method of narration in a literary work.

56. Protagonist: The hero or main character of a literary work.

57. Quatrain: A four line stanza.

58. Resolution: The denouement of a literary work.

59. Rhetorical Question: A question that does not expect an explicit answer.

60. Rhyme/Rime: The duplication of final syllable sounds in two or more lines.

61. Rhythm: The repetitive pattern of beats in poetry.

62. Romanticism: A style or movement of literature that has as its foundation an interest in freedom, adventure, idealism, and escape.
63. Satire: A mode of writing based on ridicule, which criticizes the foibles and follies of society without necessarily offering a solution.

64. Sestet: A six line stanza usually paired with an octave to form a Petrarchan sonnet.
65. Sestina: A highly structured poetic form of 39 lines, written in iambic pentameter.

66. Setting: The time and place of a literary work.

67. Simile: A figure of speech that draws a comparison between two different things, especially a phrase containing the word “like” or “as.”

68. Soliloquy: A speech in a play which is used to describe the character’s inner thoughts to the audience.

69. Stanza: A unit of a poem, similar in rhyme, meter, and length to other units in a poem.
70. Style: The unique way an author presents his ideas.

71. Subplot: A secondary plot that explores ideas different from the main storyline.

72. Symbol: Something in a literary work that stands for something else.

73. Syntax: The grammatical structure of prose and poetry.

74. Tercet: A three line stanza.

75. Theme: The underlying ideas that the author illustrates through characterization, motifs, language, plot, etc.

76. Tone: The author’s attitude toward his subject.

77. Tragic Hero: According to Aristotle, a basically good person of noble birth or exalted position who has a fatal flaw or commits an error in judgment which leads to his downfall.
78. Understatement: The opposite of exaggeration.

