(Draft: March 2013)


9th Grade Top Ten Instructional Targets 
Reading Top Ten Instructional Targets:

1. Close Reading Instruction: identification/interpretation/connection  

2. Effective Annotation to hold thinking. 

3. Understanding through explicit meaning & Inference 

4. Evaluation of text evidence (sufficient vs. insufficient; unreliable). 

5. Determining theme, tone, motif. 

6. Understanding how authors craft text to produce a particular effect. 

7. Concise objective summary. 

8. Understanding figurative language (imagery: simile, metaphor, personification, description; figures of speech). 

9. Understand point of view. 

10. Introduction to critical theory. 

Writing Top Ten Instructional Targets:

1. Articulate Task, Purpose, Audience. 

2. Development of a clear thesis/assertion. 

3. Effective use of text evidence (embedded quotes). 

4. Effective organization based on idea (logical progression & development), not formula. 

5. Write effectively in style appropriate to the task (argumentative, expository, narrative/creative). 

6. Ability to write effectively under tight deadline. 

7. Effective use of diction (denotation/connotation/tone). 

8. Effective use of syntax. 

9. Editing for conventions (spelling, capitals, end punctuation, commas, paragraphing). 

10. Use of technology for write, revise, collaborate. 

Speaking & Listening Top Ten Instructional Targets:

1. Effective preparation for discussions (completion of reading and/or research). 

2. Active participation in discussions. 

3. Ability to express ideas clearly and persuasively. 

4. Present differing ideas with civility. 

5. Use of text evidence and/or research to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

6. Initiate discussion. 

7. Ability to build on others' ideas. 

8. Perpetuate discussion by taking smaller ideas and applying them to universal themes. 

9. Summarize points of agreement and disagreement. 

10. Work to achieve consensus. 

Language Top Ten Instructional Targets:

1. Proper use of end-punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point). 

2. Proper use of internal punctuation (comma, semicolon, colon, dash). 

3. Proper use of apostrophe. 

4. Basic use of parallel structure. 

5. Effective use of of phrases (noun, verb, adjectivial, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute). 

6. Effective use of clauses (independent, dependent, noun, relative, adverbial). 

7. Effective identification and use of figurative langauge. 

8. Effective identification and use of figures of speech (euphemism, oxymoron). 

9. Articulation of word relationships. 

10. Vocabulary development (tone word study, context-based word studies, Greek/Latin roots?) 

(as disaggregated from the Foundational Nine)


